Car leasing and
employment tax solutions

Employment tax solutions for leasing companies
and their customers
As one of the leading local accountants and tax advisers in the area, MHA Carpenter Box are also one of the few firms
in the country who specialise in the automotive industry.
The company car is the second most expensive employee cost in most companies and we are seeing significant
changes to how they are taxed. At MHA Carpenter Box we have considerable experience of working with employers to
understand their car fleet and to see if it is delivering to expectations, both from a finance and HR perspective.There
are tax advantages to company car leasing, but it is essential that businesses consider and compare the tax
implications of the many different arrangements and products to maximise tax savings whilst maintaining compliance.

How we can help:
1. Car leasing products. Helping leasing companies and their customers to understand the tax cost and savings of
particular leasing products and to work with them to ensure that these are robust and will not give rise to HMRC
challenge.
2. Employee car/fleet management arrangements. We work with management to assist them in understanding the
different internal options for dealing with cars for employees (e.g. salary sacrifice vs car allowance), and what
arrangement works best for that particular business.
3. Tax technical guidance – are you up to date? We work with leasing companies and businesses to provide tax
training and prepare white papers on tax changes. With the latest tax changes affecting salary sacrifice arrangements
from April 2017, have you considered the effect on your business?
4. Employer compliance reviews. We can review all aspects of your business employment taxes to ensure that they
have no employer risk by undertaking employer reviews and assisting in negotiation with HMRC.
5. The future and tax planning. With the hybrid and electric car market growing at a rapid pace, we can advise on new
car benefit rates and how an electric fleet could be a tax efficient solution for your business in the coming years.

Find out more about employee car ownership schemes:
www.carpenterbox.com/employee-car-ownership

Company car taxation
Constant changes to company car tax mean that anyone with responsibility for fleets or in possession of a company or
salary sacrifice arrangement car needs to keep up to speed with the latest tax rules. Company car tax was reformed in
April 2002 to an emissions-based system. Since then the charge is calculated by applying a percentage ﬁgure (the
appropriate percentage) to the list price of the car. The fuel type of the car and its CO2 emissions determine the
appropriate percentage, with diesel cars attracting a 3% uplift on the beneﬁt in kind (BIK) compared to a petrol car with
the same CO2.
Over the years the table of appropriate percentages has been updated to encourage the take-up of lower CO2
emission vehicles. The tables have been expanded to recognise qualifying low emission cars and more recently ultra
low emission vehicles.

For more information visit: www.carpenterbox.com/company-car-taxation
Meet the team:
Chris Reeves – Associate and Head of Motor Retail
chris.reeves@carpenterbox.com
Chris trained as a Chartered Certified Accountant at MHA Carpenter Box and qualified in 2010. He has
particular focus on audit and financial reporting and now has over 10 years of experience specialising in the
automotive sector.

Stuart Noakes – Partner and Head of Tax Services
stuart.noakes@carpenterbox.com
Stuart is one of the region’s leading tax advisers with over 20 years of experience in both corporate and
personal matters. He has considerable experience in tax mitigation strategies and specialises in capital gains
tax and inheritance tax planning for entrepreneurs, land owners and other high net worth individuals.

David Crowter – Departmental Director, Tax Services
david.crowter@carpenterbox.com
David is a Chartered Tax Adviser, and has spent over 16 years advising companies and their stakeholders.
He takes a very hands-on approach to ensure companies maximise and take full advantage of all of the reliefs
available.

Claire Buckley – Manager, Tax Services
claire.buckley@carpenterbox.com
Claire joined the firm in 2016 and is a Chartered Certified Accountant and Chartered Tax Adviser with 16
years’ experience working with a variety of businesses and their owners. Claire’s specialist areas include
share schemes and employment taxes and she offers tax support for the motor retail sector.

MHA Carpenter Box is a trading name of Carpenter Box Limited, a limited company registered in England under company number 02360917. Our registered office is: Amelia House Crescent Road Worthing BN11
1QR where a list of the directors’ names is available for inspection. Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and Ireland and regulated for a range of investment business activities by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in England and Wales. Registered with the Chartered Institute of Taxation as a firm of Chartered Tax Advisers. MHA Carpenter Box is a member of MHA, an independent member of Baker Tilly
International. Arrandco Investments Limited is the registered owner of the UK trade mark for Baker Tilly and its associated logo. Carpenter Box Wealth Management LLP is authorised and regulated by: The
Financial Conduct Authority. FCA Registration No: 489484. Registered in England and Wales No OC338257. Registered Office Amelia House Crescent Road Worthing BN11 1QR

